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the flogging and the first appearance of the boils, the
relation of cause and effect is in no wise weakened by
the existence of that interval. If this be true with refer-
ence to the boils, I apprehend that a parallel reasoning
applies to the disease of the heart, (indicated by the vio-
lent pulsation, which occurred sixteen days after the punish-
ment,) and the irritation caused to that organ by the flogging, Iis not weakened, in its relation of cause and effect, by the
time which intervened.
I regret, exceedingly, that my engagements will not permit
me to explore the statistics of flogging, with reference to its
results, but the following case, which I have accidentally met
with, shows the influence which corporal punishment exerts
upon the heart -.-
" A seaman, named Evan Evans, who was flogged round the
fleet, receiving 318 lashes, afterwards told the officer in com-
mand of the launch in which he was towed, that at the end of
the first twelve lashes each fresh lash caused a violent burning
pain at his heart, though the flesh was too dead to feel the
stinging smart he experienced at the outset. Some months
afterwards he died in the Marshalsea prison."
I have the honour to be. Sir. vour obedient servant.
ERASMUS WILSON.
ON THE
FRAUDS CALLED "MESMERISM" AND
" CLAIRVOYANCE."
BY SIR PHILIP CRAMPTON, BART., Surgeon-General,
Dublin.
THE following letter, on the subject of the impositions prac-
tised by " Mesmerisers," was published in Dublin, in one of
the daily journals of that city; and as the paper in question is
but rarely seen by the profession in England, we give the
letter a place in our columns. To Sir PHILIP CRAMPTON is the
credit due of having invented and executed this admirable ’,
piece of just and stinging torture for one class of the odious
quacks that infest the city of Dublin.
"MESMERISM&mdash;THE HUNDRED POUND NOTE.
" To the Editor of the EVENING MAIL.
" SiR,&mdash;As the following communication may be interesting
to a portion of your numerous readers, your usual liberality
encourages me to hope that, at some convenient opportunity,
it may find a place in your columns.
" It is the general opinion that the doctrine and practices
of ‘animal magnetism,’ or (as it has been lately called) of
* mesmerism,’ which originated in the early part of the last
century in Germany, have lately been imported into this
country. The truth, however, is, that the doctrines now pro-
mulgated, and the practices founded on them, form no part of
the system of Mesmer. The doctrines may be true, or they may
be false, and the practices may be useful or hurtful; but, injustice to Mesmer, it is but fair to state, that they form no ’,
part of his system. 
" This statement may startle some of those zealous persons
who believe themselves to be the disciples of the celebrated
German empiric. It may be well, therefore, to let him speak
for himself; when it will appear that the disciples, on this as
on some other occasions, have departed a good deal from the
principles and practice of the master. The pretensions of
Mesmer (as put forward in his Memoire sur la Decouverte
du Magnetism Animal,’ Paris, 1779) are simply these :-He
asserts that In animal magnetism, Nature presents an universal
method of healing and preserving mankind, without reference
to age, temperament, or sex;’ and that, ’without exposing the
patient to any immediate dangerous effects or troublesome
consequences,’ his processes (which were purely curative) were
(as he states) effected through the medium of mineral magnets
of great force, that set in motion an animal magnetic fluid,
which is nearly allied to the mineral. This animal magnetic
fluid is the medium of communication between the heavenly
bodies and the earth, and the animated bodies (animal and
vegetable) which are on its surface." Now, whatever may be
thought of the theory, we have the best authority for believing
that the most prodigious cures were effected by his magnets;
for on this point we have the unquestionable testimony of the
persons who were cured, backed by the fact, that, in a very few
years, Mesmer realized a fortune of upwards of 100,0001. It is
in vain to say (by way of rebutting such evidence,) that a com-
mission from the Royal Academy of Sciences, consisting of the
three greatest philosophers of the age, and several other dis-
tinguished men of science, who were appointed by the French
government to examine into these splendid pretensions, re-
ported-" that by whatever means the (alleged) eftects were
produced, it was not by magnetic, electric, or any sensible phy-
sical agency; for on blindfolding those who were most suscepti-
ble to its influence, all its ordinary effects were produced when
nothing was done to them, but when they imagined they were
magnetized; but that none of its effects were produced when
they were really magnetized, but imagined that nothing was
done; that, in like manner, when brought under a magnetized
tree, nothing happened if the subjects of the experiment
thought they were at a distance from the tree; while they
were immediately thrown into convulsions if they believed
they were near the tree, although at a distance from it;’
and, consequently, they conclude that the effects actually
produced were produced purely by the imagination; that
’these effects (though some cures might be wrought) were not
without danger, since the convulsions excited were often -,iso-
lent, and were exceedingly apt to spread, especially among
men feeble in body and weak in mind, and almost universally
among women.’ (See Report of Benjamin Franklin and other
commissioners, charged by the King of France with the ex-
amination of Animal Magnetism, translated from the French,
with an Historical Introduction, 1785:’ ’Foreign Review and
Continental Miscellany, No. IX., 1829.’) It was in vain, how-
ever, that this Report was made public, under the authority
of the Academy. There were the philosophers on the one side,
(and philosophers, it is well known, are always on the side
which is opposed to the strongest convictions of the people,)
and there were the cured and convulsed on the other, to say
nothing of Mesmer himself, who, persecuted by the govern-
ments of Vienna and Paris, found his refuge and his reward in
a magnificent chateau and lands, in the neighbourhood of Spa,
with an endowment for life of 30,000 francs per annum-a
splendid tribute from the gratitude of his disciples and ad-
mirers. But alas! for the stability of human greatness and of
human opinion! Mesmer died, and with him died his art. But
well might it have been inscribed on his tomb, ‘ Resurgam’--
he lives again; and, after two or three incarnations in Paris
and London, his spirit now animates the bodies of M. Martellet
and Alexis in London, and lately animated the bodies of
Mr. Adair and Mrs. Holmes in Dublin.
"If this late incarnation in Dublin had produced no other
results than those we were accustomed to witness on every oc-
casion of the introduction of every new and universal remedy,
it would have called for no particular notice. Mr. Adair
might, like another
" ’ 
‘ Katerfelto, with his hair on end,
At his own wonders, wonder for his bread’-
with perfect safety to the public, and no small profit to him-
self. But the subject has now assumed a different aspect.
Mesmerism, or rather animal magnetism,’ (for it is no longer
the doctrine or practice of Mesmer,) has taken phrenology
into partnership; and the new firm, under the name of phreno-
magnetism, leaving the cure of all incurable diseases to be con-
tended for by the rival powers of homoeopathy and hydropathy,
asserts at once the exercise of the supernatural gifts of ’pre-
vision’ and clairvoyance’-
Sets up community of senses,
To chop and change intelligences-
As Rosicrucian virtuosos
Can see with ears and hear with noses."
One might be disposed to think that these somewhat anti-
quated pretensions of the Rosicrucians (the wildest of all &deg;
fanatics in a fanatical age--the searchers after the elixir vit&oelig;
and the philosopher’s stone) would have found but little
favour in an age which has the reputation of being pre-
eminently practical, and with a people who pique themselves
on being less disposed to fall into the toils of quackery than
their neighbours. But it has happened otherwise. A belief
in phreno-magnetism,’ and the community of senses,’ has
been adopted with an entire sincerity by many individuals
in this city, who, from their learning and knowledge of the
world, are as much beyond the suspicion of being dupes, as
by their virtue and station they are removed from the sus-
picion of being confederates. Under these circumstances, I
am obliged to pause, and consider seriously, whether, in re-jecting in toto the pretensions of clairvoyance and phreno-
magnetism without further inquiry, upon the more grounds
of their improbability, I am not departing as much from the
right tone of philosophical investigation on the side of scep-
ticism, as, by adopting them, I should depart from it on the
side of credulity.
"Be this as it may, I felt that the only honest and satis.
